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DARAB-I

A new sesame cultivar widely adapted to southern agro-
climatic zone in Iran

Year of release: 2010

Recommended areas: Cold-temperate areas in: Tehran, Fars, Kermanshah, Khorasan,
Isfahan, East Azarbayjan, Kurdistan and Markazi provinces.

Average seed yield

1500 Kg/ha

Crop life cvcle (days)

110-120

No. of flower axil

one

Average no. of capsules plant™

160-190

No. of row capsule”

4

Plant height (cm)

115-130

1000 grain weight (g)

3-34

Plant type

Multi-branch

Seed color

Light brown

Seed oil content (%)

52

Seedling damping-off

Tolerant

Sesame is one of the native plants to Iran and is
grown in the southern part of the country for a long
time. Sesame as a drought tolerant oil seed crop is
suitable for drought stress prone areas in southern
part of Iran and can be considered as second crop
following cereal crops. According to the national
program for increasing oil seed crops’ production, it
has been projected that the areas grown to sesame
are increased to 60000 hectares. The newly released
Darab-1 sesame cultivar has been improved through
pure line selection approach from the local Darab
sesame population. In 1980, the local sesame

populations collected from different parts of Fars
province were evaluated and single plants with high
seed yield, earliness and tolerance/resistance to
seedling damping-off were selected. Superior selected
lines were evaluated for seed yield, seedling damping-

off and earliness in comparison with Darab-14
(control) in southern part of Iran in 2003-2004. Darab-
1 sesame cultivar proved to be the superior line and
was proposed as new improved sesame cultivar for
southern part of Iran. High seed yield, tolerant to
seedling damping-off, tolerance to phyllody, and
earliness are among important characteristics of
Darab-1 as compared to check cultivar Darab-14.
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